In Baptism, identity is
bestowed upon us by God the
Father with the mark of the
cross. At Jesus’ request, the
Father sends the Holy Spirit to
dwell within us.

Purity is not our decision,
our feelings, or our work.

We are made pure (holy)
because of what Jesus has
already done for us. We daily
struggle against our fallen and
sinful nature. We daily battle
against Satan and the world.
But covered in Christ’'s Robe of
Righteousness, we are God’s
holy ones. Purity is not our
work, nor is it something
that anyone can steal from
us. The believer is made pure
and holy in Christ. It is part and
parcel to our identity!

Our baptismal identity matters!
We are so much more than
“sexual” and temporal beings!
If we see ourselves as primarily
“sexual beings,” then we do not
see ourselves as God does and
purity (holiness) is compro-
mised. If we identify ourselves
by what we feel and do, then
our purity also becomes what
we feel and do.

Let it not be so!

Even after we've been sexually
assaulted or abused, we can

remember our Baptism with the
words “in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” We can be confident that
we have victory over evil
(Romans 6:3-6), God’s grace
(Titus 3:5-6), the Robe of Christ,
and the Holy Spirit with His gifts
(1 Corinthians 6:11). In the
resurrection, we will forget any
wickedness or abuse done to us .
Our bodies will rise new and
glorified!

The truth about our inheritance
clarifies our identity. May we
cling to God’s Word in Christ that
says: I choose you! You are
Mine! You shall be holy, for I am
holy. You have “an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled,
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She did no wrong...

But she feels unclean.

what about my
danghter who
was sexually
assanlted?
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Has her purity
been stolen
from her?



Wistaken about idewtity,

we will have the wrong
idea about purity.

If we are mistaken about our
identity—thinking it is something
we feel or do, then we will have
the wrong idea about purity.

Purity—which is holiness—
is compromised when it becomes
something we do.

But, purity is not what we feel or
do. It is done for us!

Just as we do not choose Christ,
we do not choose identity. Nor do
we choose purity which is
holiness.

Just as we become heirs of God
the Father in Baptism, so we are
made pure and holy in Baptism.

“But now says the Lord, He who
created you, O Jacob, He who formed
you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for | have
redeemed you; | have called you by
name, you are Mine” (Isaiah 43:1).

“You did not choose Me, but | chose
you and appointed you that you go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the
Father in My name, He may give it to
you” (John 15:16).

“For He has clothed me with the
garments of salvation; He has covered
me with the robe of righteous-

ness” (Isaiah 61:10).

“What agreement has the temple of
God with idols? For we are the temple
of the living God; as God said, ‘I will
make my dwelling among them and
walk among them and | will be their
God, and they shall be My people ...
and | will be a father to you, and you
shall be sons and daughters to Me,
says the Lord Almighty” (2 Corinthians
6:16, 18).

We are pure and holy, not
because of how we feel or what
we do, but because God has made
us uncommon and set apart for
His own purpose (1 Peter 1:14-
16; 2:9). Do you see how this
changes everything about our
identity? Things that are common
are used by just anyone. But our
function in this world flows from
the identity and purity that God
has bestowed on us.

God makes us uncommon—
indeed, holy—through His Word
and the promise of our Baptism
where we receive the “washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit” (Titus 3:5-8). We don't
choose to be born or re-born! It is
His gift to us! We don't choose to
be adopted as God'’s heir. It is His
gift to us!

The heavenly Father does not
revoke His promises!

Just like Noah was saved by
God’s Word and water, so are we.
“"Baptism now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but
as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who
has gone into heaven and is at
the right hand of God...”

(1 Peter 3:20-22).

Baptism saves us! It cleans us!
It raises us to new life! By grace,
Baptism is a means of salvation
through which the Holy Spirit
produces
faith. This is
the work of
God, not our
own.

“For by grace
you have
been saved
through faith.
And this is
not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are His work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them” (Ephesians
2:8-10).

Identity is not our decision,
our feelings, or our work.



